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Words from the Director of English PEN

Daniel Gorman 

© Orlando Myxx

 he year contained within these pages was defned by serious challenges to freedom of 

expression and human rights more broadly, both here in the UK and globally.

We witnessed human rights emergencies, unfolding against the backdrop of the climate 

crisis, the weaponisation of free speech terminology by far-right groups, and the 

introduction of UK legislation that undermined freedom of expression and human dignity.

But this was also a year of solidarity. It has been inspiring to see how communities have 

responded to these emergencies, and it has been our privilege to engage on this work 

frsthand.  his included the outpouring of solidarity for writers at extreme risk, such as 

the British-Egyptian writer Alaa Abd el-Fattah. We have been lucky to work ever more 

closely with our sibling centres, including PEN Belarus, PEN Ukraine, and PEN Georgia, 

and we were honoured to welcome the 90th annual PEN Congress to Oxford last year. 

 hrough this work we see the power of collective response a the power of working 

together and sharing.

 hrough this shared work and solidarity, we fnd hope, solace, and a glimpse of a way 

forward to the values outlined in the PEN Charter: ‘mutual respect’ and ‘good 

understanding’. We saw this in our ongoing work with Palestinian colleagues, including a 

visit to the UK by Palestinian bookseller Mahmoud Muna in early 2025, followed by my 

visit to the West Bank to meet with colleagues continuing to make and create work under 

systematic oppression. We see it in the pieces published by Gen Z writers as part of a 

new series in our magazine, PEN Transmissions, through our work to increase 

bibliodiversity in the UK through our translation support, work that achieved the 

remarkable success of supporting a book from its inception through to winning the 

International Booker Prize. And we see it through all of you, engaging with and 

supporting our work in deeply complex times, in community and in solidarity.

From all of us at English PEN, thank you.
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Arundhati Roy aiso announced that she wouid donate her share of the prize money to 

the Paiestinian Chiidren’s Reiief Fund.


 

We were deiighted to iaunch a new partnership with Faber, who wiii iend their support to 

the annuai PE} Pinter Prize orer the next three years.  he Prize is aiso generousiy 

supported by Ruth Maxted.

Arondhati Rly shared the Prize with Alaa Abd el-Fattah – the British-Egyptian writer, 

slftware deveilper, and activist, and lne lf the mlst prlminent pliiticai prislners in 

Egypt. Mlst recentiy arrested in 2019, he was handed a fve-year sentence in December 

2021. Despite clmpieting this onjost sentence ln 29 September 2024, the Egyptian 

aothlrities refosed tl reiease him, faiiing tl acclont flr the time he spent in pre-triai 

detentiln, in defance lf internatilnai iegai nlrms and Egyptts criminai iaw.  he award 

was accepted ln behaif lf Aiaa Abd ei-Fattah by jlornaiist Lina Attalah.

– Arundhati Roy, on Aiaa’s writing

I have rarely read such beautiful words about the meaning of victory 

and defeat – and the political necessity of honestly looking despair 

in the eye. I have rarely seen writing in which a citizen separates 

himself from the state, from the generals and even from the slogans 

of the Square with such bell-like clarity. 

When Aiaa Abd ei-Fattah was nlt reieased in 

September 2024, Engiish PEN clntinoed tl 

sopplrt his famiiy in their tireiess eRlrts tl 

advlcate flr his freedlm thrlogh targeted, 

sostained actilns incioding vigiis, ietters tl 

Prime Minister Keir Starmer, media pieces, 

pariiamentary engagement, wlrking with UN 

agencies, and mlre.n

At the time lf this replrtvs pobiicatiln, we are 

reiieved that Aiaa Abd ei-Fattah has been 

reieased frlm prisln. bis reiease is ilng 

lverdoe and a hoge reiief flr his famiiy.

© Angeia Christlfilo

© Angeia Christlfilo
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Celebrating courage in literature

Established in 2009 in memory of Nobel Laureate playwright Harold Pinter, the annual 

PEN Pinter Prize celebrates literary merit and courage, recognising the powerful 

intersection between art and human rights.
 


 

The 2024 Prize, judged by Chair of English PEN, Ruth Borthwick; actor and activist 

Khalid Abdalla; and writer and musician Roger Robinson, was awarded to author 

Arundhati Roy. The award ceremony, held at the British Library on 10 October, featured 

an encomium delivered by Naomi Klein.

Each year, the PEN Pinter Prize winner selects a �riter of Courage with whom to share 

their award – an author who is active in the defence of freedom of expression, often at 

great risk to their own safety and liberty. 

Writer of Courage

Sanaa Seif, Ahdaf Soueif, Arundhati Roy, Naomi Klein, Lina 

Attalah, Omar Robert Hamilton, Mona Seif © George Torode

Framed photo of Alaa Abd el-Fattah © Mosaab el-Shamy
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The PEN Hessell-Tiltman Prize, endowed by former English PEN member Marjorie 

Hessell-Tilitman’s bequest, celebrates the best non-fction on any historical subject.  

 was awarded the PEN Hessell-Tiltman Prize 2024, for his memoir Three 

Worlds: Memoirs of an Arab-Jew (Oneworld). The winner was announced at a 

ceremony held at the October Gallery in London.  

This year’s judging panel was chaired by writer and editor �

She was joined by  and . 

Chair of the judging panel, Sharmilla Beezmohun, said:  

 was a member of PEN during the 1960s and 1970s. On her 

death in 1999 she bequeathed £100,000 to the PEN Literary Foundation to support 

PEN’s work.   

Avi Shlaim

Sharmilla Beezmohun

Professor Clare Anderson Dr Venetia Porter

‘A powerful and moving personal story providing a stunning new window on 

present-day politics. This tour-de-force of meticulous evidence-gathering and 

historical research, combined with elegant and evocative writing, is a page-

turner which will live long in the minds of anyone who reads it.’

Marjorie Hessell-Tiltman

Our prtze fir htscirtial oio-fictio

© Eleanor Antoniou
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Our new prize for poetry

Launched in 2024, the PEN Heaney Prize recognises a single volume of poetry by 

one author, published in the UK or Ireland, of outstanding literary merit that 

engages with the impact of cultural or political events on human conditions or 

relationships.  

The inaugural PEN Heaney Prize was judged by poets ,  

and , with  joining them as non-voting Chair 

and representing the Estate of Seamus Heaney�

English PEN, together with Irish PEN/PEN na hÉireann and the Estate of Seamus 

Heaney, announced ’s ISDAL (Picador Poetry) as the winner of 

the inaugural PEN Heaney Prize in December 2024.  

Of the winning title, the judging panel said: 

Nick Laird Paula Meehan

Shazea Quraishi Catherine Heaney

Susannah Åickey

‘Suscnnch Dickel’s ISDAL is cn cstonishingly

inventive look ct c cold ccse, thct of cn 

unidentifed womcn found in  197 neca

Bergen in Norwcl. Armed with a

wide vcrietl of forms cnd a

formidcble voccbulcrl, 

Dickel explores cnd 

sctirises the true crime 

genre, cnd specifcclll 

our culture’s obsession 

with femcle victims.(

The PEZ Heaney Prize 

is supported by 

HaKthornden 

Foundation and the 

Estate oJ SeaUus 

Heaney. 

Susannah Dickey © Press Eye
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‘Relishing In My Pain’ –  on the catharsis, and trauma, of 

performing poetry.

‘This Intangible Thing Called Storytelling’ –  on the folklore, fear, 

and storytelling. 

‘Caught in the Act’ –  on the relationship bet een photography 

and literature. 

‘To Fill the Void’ – a conversation  ith  on ho  YA fction and 

Shakespeare shaped her  riting voice. 

‘Beatnik Snappers and Salt Bae Sprinklers’ –  on the the ongoing 

lack of access to the arts for  orking-class  riters. 

‘Writing What We Know’ –  on  riting Gen Z authentically for the 

screen. 

‘ItNrrdtnotBuLldtrtDLfrarent Liarary –  on  riterly intentions and 

the translation of ideas. 

‘Find Your Mind’ –  on embracing your poetic mind. 

‘Mostar’s Sniper Tower’ –  on memorialisation. 

‘Past and Future Death and Art’ –  on legacy and creative instinct. 

Simone Yasmin

Mariam Jallow

Abhijeet Singh

Chloe Gong

Elena Barham

Jade Prince

Finlay Worrallo

Tallulah Howarth

Tayiba Sulaiman

 AJ Layla

– Jade Prince 

It’s such an honour (and slightly sickening) to be 

published in the same place as so many of my 

favourite writers.

Clock ise from top-left: 

Jade Prince © Jade Prince; 

Finlay Worrallo © Finlay 

Worrallo; Tallulah Ho arth 

© Marta Zelent; AJ Layla © 

Mariam Jallo ; Tayiba 

Sulaiman © Rumaisa Jilani
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Amplifying Gen Z Voices

 n 2024, with the support of the Norman Trust, English PEN launched a dedicated 

Young Voices strand showcasing Gen Z writers in PEN Transmissions, our online 

magazine. This generation – raised by the internet and shaped by the climate crisis 

and global unrest – continues to redefne how and where literature lives.  n a 

shrinking landscape for short-form writing, Gen Z authors are reimagining the 

digital world we consume, and how we consume it.
 


 

Young writers are forcing us to rethink the craft, pushing the formal 

boundaries of existing literary ideas; it’s striking how little of this work is 

showcased in traditional literary spaces. 


 

PEN Transmissions is a space for amplifying voices across borders and identities, 

and where emerging voices sit alongside ma]or literary fgures.  n researching the 

Young Voices strand, we found that many Gen Z writers were publishing work in 

informal spaces – social media, personal blogs, group chats – and the response to 

the strand by featured writers has been both passionate and clear: young authors 

are eager to share their ideas and work, while at the same time being frustrated by 

a lack of access and editorial engagement to support their early careers.�

Clockwise from top-left: Simone Yasmin © Michael Godsall; Mariam Jallow © Lucy Lawrenson; 

Elena Barham © Elena Barham; Chloe Gong © One Grid Studio; Abhijeet Singh © Abhijeet Singh
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PENWrites display for Day of the Imprisoned Writer at 

Pa!es of  a�kney bookshop 6 Pa!es of  a�kney

Jasmina Bidé and Meera 

Ghanshamdas © 

Roundtable Books

This is such an important project when we 

think about freedom of expression and 

creativity across the world, and is very 

close to our heartsT

– Meera Ghanshamdas, Roundtable Books
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Crafting messages of hope to 

imprisoned writers and their families 

PENWrites is an international letter-writing campaign in solidarity with writers in prison 

around the world. The campaign aims to provide hope and comfort to imprisoned 

writers by sending them or their loved ones messages of solidarity from supporters in 

the UK and beyond.
 


 

For decades, the PEN movement has supported writers through this simple yet 

impactful act. Many individuals have shared how receiving letters of support in 

challenging circumstances provided moral strength, reminding them that they had not 

been forgotten. Others have spoken of how they were aforded better treatment in 

prison after receiving messages of solidarity from across the globe. 

To mark the annual , PEN centres and members around 

the world come together in support of our imprisoned colleagues. Last year, English 

PEN partnered with independent bookshops across England to launch our frst 

PEN�rites outreach pro�ect. �

Bookshops invited their local communities to take part in the campaign by displaying 

posters, postcards and bookmarks in-store, and sharing pictures on social media. 

Visitors were encouraged to write letters via our website or on specially designed 

postcards, crafting messages of hope and moral support to imprisoned writers and 

their families.   

Day of the Imprisoned Writer

© Claudia Lancaster
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Stories of Resilience was made possible thanks to the fnancial support of the UU/UA 

Creative Partnerships programme, designed by the British Council and the Ukrainian 

Institute.  

– Anna Romandash

The Russian war continues. Yet, the destruction and damage, deadly attacks and 

torture no longer shock. It pains me to think that empathy has an expiration date, 

and to see Ukraine vanish from the world news. I think we, Ukrainian journalists, 

writers, and activists, together with the fellow Europeans and everyone who cares 

about Ukraine, can and should do more to keep Ukraine in the spotlight 
{� �

I hope this project shows Ukraine's resilience, and also diversity - because there 

are diverse voices in the book. Ukraine's arts, culture, and science have always 

existed, often under terrible burdens like today's war - but they persisted, and this 

persistence is what unites my protagonists. I also wanted to humanise Ukraine 

and its culture by sharing personal testimonies. Ukrainians are both hopeful and 

realistic, and I wanted to convey that message, too. 

Anna Romandash with representatives from  Irish PEN/PEN na hÉireann© Simon Robinson
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Platforming Stories of Resilience 

from Ukraine 

Lasn summtp, EinlisT PEN wtl imte  pizt-wiiiiin Ukpaiiiai wpintp aie jiupialisn 

 ni Liieii as  apn if Stories of Resilience, a itw ptstap T aie wpiniin 

 pijt n etlivtpte ii  apnitpsTi  winT PEN Ukpaiitn .

Btfipt  imiin ni Liieii, Aiia s tin nTptt miinTs iintpvitwiin wpintps, a aetmi s, 

ap Tivisns,  ulnupt wipktps, aie a nivisns a piss Ukpaiit ii- tpsii aie iiliitn Dupiin 

Ttp miinT-liin ptsieti r, sTt etvtli te nTt mantpial  im ilte ii Ukpaiit iini a 

10,000-wipe  immissiii, ftanupiin nti  piflts if nTt  ptanivts sTt iintpvitwten.

WTilt ii nTt UK, Aiia Tae stvtpal teinipial stssiiis winT jiupialisns an nTt Guardian aie 

Channel 4 News, btitfnte fpim  im limtinapr mtmbtpsTi  if nTt Liieii Libpapr, aie 

niik  apn ii tvtins winT nTt Ukpaiiiai Iisninunt ii Liieii aie IpisT PEN/PEN ia 

TEiptaii ii ApmanTn As  apn if nTt  pijt n, Aiia alsi  i-fa ilinante a wpiniin wipksTi  

winT mtmbtps if nTt Ukpaiiiai eias ipa liviin ii nTt UKn U ii ptnupiiin ni Ukpaiit, 

Aiia s tin aiinTtp nTptt miinTs wpiniin aie ptfiiin nTt  immissiiin  Tt  piinte 

 am Tltn Tas iiw btti eisnpibunte ni libpapits a piss Ukpaiitn 

Anna Romandash

Anna Romandash © Natalie Godec
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The resinen y allowen me to immerse myself in the 

vibrant  ulture of Lonnon. […] It expannen my 

 ultural horizons ann renewen my strengthn both 

intelle tually ann emotionally. This experien e 

mane me not only a better anvo ate for my peers 

but also a stronger ann more resilient innivinual.ꀀ�ꀀ�
 

ꀀ�
 

Perhaps most profounnlyn the resinen y gave me 

something I nesperately la ken — time for myself. 

In Lonnonn I re onne ten with my inentity as a 

writer ann poet. I renis overen the  reative spark 

that han been overshanowen by the nemanns of 

naily life. During this timen I was able to prepare two 

books for publi ation ann to truly breathe again.ꀀ�
 


 

This resinen y was more than a professional 

opportunity; it was a lifeline. It reminnen me of the 

power of  ultural ex hange ann solinarityn ann the 

vital role organisations like �nglish P�4 play in 

fostering spa es for refe tionn  reationn ann 

growth. This initiative is not just a programme; it is a 

testament to the ennuring importan e of 

supporting writers ann  ultural workers in the fa e 

of anversity.ꀀ�ꀀ�

Our residency programme is made possible thanks to support from Hawthornden 

Foundation and is delivered in partnership with Goethe-Institut London.    

– Taciana Niadbaj
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Frswrgta dsp  rsdfrgdgrsptwrnd

grfr wtrand gr wtrand and growt  

Last summer, we were honoured to host Taciana Niadbaj, writer, poet, translator, 

activist, and President of PEN Belarus for a two-month respite residency in the UK.ꀀ� 

During her residency, Taciana not only took the time to visit friends, family, and 

colleagues but also attended events at the Southbank Centre and the Royal Court 

and met with fellow human rights campaigners, media, and funders. 

ꀀ� 

Taciana took the opportunity to host an evening of readings by imprisoned writers in 

Belarus, including Nobel Prize winner Ales Bialiatski and PEN Translates award-

winner Maxim Znak, and enjoyed complimentary membership of the London Library 

who have since added three new books to their collection following her 

recommendations. 

ꀀ� 

Taciana0s words were a beautiful reminder of how valuable the experience is for 

writers living under duress.ꀀ�ꀀ�

Taciana Niadbaj � Private collection
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© Samantha Ho

– Deepa Bhasthi

Every book needs its champions, people 

that believe in its potential when itns still in 

its raw and most unrefned stages.  or me, 

with my translation of Heart Lamp, English 

PEN was the frst cheerleader. I donnt 

exaggerate when I say that without the 

wonderful, timely, and essential support 

of English PEN, the chain of events that 

led to the book winning the International 

Booker Prize would not have been set in 

motion.  

Spotlight on translators 

from the Global Majority  

In recent years, submissions to both English 

PEN’s translation programme and the 

International �oo�er Pri�e ha�e told the same 

story: while the representation of authors 

from the Global Majority is increasing, 

translators from the Global Majority remain 

signi2cantly underrepresented. �

  �

Last year, in the grant's third round, we were 

delighted to launch PEN Presents x 

International �oo�er Pri�e to address this 

disparity by funding and promoting the wor� 

of Global Majority translators so that more 

literature in translation, created by more 

people, reaches English-language readers. 

More information on the shortlist can be 

found . online
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Addressing structural inequalities 

in the translation sector 

Since 2222, PEN Presents has supported and showcased sample translations, 

funding the often-unpaid work of creating samples, giving U  publishers access to 

titles from underrepresented languages and regions, and helping diversify the 

translated literature landscape. �

Heart Lamp by , translated from the  annada by  was 

one such title. Awarded funding via the frst round of PEN Presents in 2222, the rights 

were acquired by the publisher And Other Stories, based in Shefeld. The title was 

subsequently chosen for a PEN Translates award, and, two years later, Banu and 

Deepa were taking centre stage at the International Booker Prize ceremony having 

won this prestigious prize.�

Banu Mushtaq Deepa Bhasthi

Heart Lamp is the frst  ork translated from  annada to appear on the 

International Booker Prize shortlist – underscoring the impact of the initiative. 

Will Forrester, 

Preti Taneja, 

Deepa Bhasthi, 

Daniel 6orman 

© Private 

collection
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With thanks to all the writers and artists 

who took part in our programme over the 

last year

Khalid Abdalla 

 Alia Alzougbi madeleine 

arenivar adil babikir 

ELENA BARHAM 

AHMAD BASSIOUNY  

deepa bhasthi 

Hannah Chukwu 

vincent delecroix  

martina evans

 ines gallegos 

santinoli sean gasper bye  

NICHOLAS GLASTONBURY

hai fan  

Adam Howard 

mayada ibrahim  

Georgina Kamsika

 Saomi Klein 

bernardo kucinski Christy Lefteri 

fran lock 

MA THIDA carlos 

manuel �lvarez  

moira millán 

kazimierz moczarski  

christina ng  

ADÈLE OLIVER  

Miyo �eck�¢uzuki 

Shazea Quraishi 

Fiona Razvi 

 Anna Romandash

Arundhati Roy  nicolas salazar sutil 

julia sanches 

Elif Shafak geetanjali shree 

Olivia Snaije 

claire storey

Jasper Sutcliffe Thuận 

yasutaka tsutsui 

anna lidia vega serova  

JACQUELINE WILSON  

yang lian Nariman Youssef 

Yassmin Abdel-Magied 

Iman Aoun

Lina Attalah Bibi 

Bakare-Yusuf 

 Sharmilla 

Bee:mohun dahlia de la cerda 

caroline dodds pennock 

Lisa [aratro 

Jessica Gaitán Johannesson 

Jude Gates 

 Fiona Goh  Sana 

Goyal Katharine Halls martha luisa hernández 

cadenas nALLULA� �OWARn� 

MARIAM JALLOW 

damir karakaš  SEMA 

KAYGUSUZ Hanna Komar

Nick Laird  

osvalde lewat sophie lewis

NAWARA MAHFO�� 

Amber Massie-Blomfield patrick 

mcguinness James Miller 

Mahmoud Muna  

 helen o’horan 

yuliana ortiz ruano  

  maria pt�k 

 mohamed 

rashmy ahamed Roger Robinson 

 ad�le rosenfeld 

 

Tamara Sampey-Jawad  

Adania Shibli 

ABHIJEET SINGH maria smilios 

 TAYIBA S�LAIMAN 

george szirtes jeremy tiang 

 andy 

turner Erica Wagner 

ROSA YASSIN HASSAN  

Tamara Zimet

yásnaya elena a. gil 

Claire Anderson 

 ken babstock

Marina Barham 

Maria Bed�ord 

Gioconda Belli Dr Darren 

Che''y �avier le clerc 

Susannah Dickey ellen 

elias-bursać ALAA ABD EL-FATTAH 

Aimée Felone

 tom gatehouse

robert gildea 

 

 brian holton

katja hoyer ellen jones 

Lucy Kassa  

 ISSA� 3OUR)AJ 

SOPHIE LAU 

shady lewis 

hannah lutz 

 Hisham Matar

David Mead Ravi 

Mirchandani robin munby

 Nguy�n An L�

martin orwin Nicky 

Parker JADE PRINCE

Mahi Ramakrishnan  

daisy rockwell 

nedra rodrigo

ian rutledge

Sanaa Seif 

Avi Shlaim jennifer 

shyue  

helen stevenson 

 

stefan tobler Nedim T¾rfent

 

dawn watson natasha wimmer

jeffrey zuckerman 

ryūnosuke 

akutagawa  

 LARISSA BABIJ  

charlotte barslund 

maren baudet-lackner

  

ryan choi S=(�a �aHHa�h 

 

 IBRA�I� 

FAWZY  

Chris Garrard  

 ��LO< �O+�

 Omilie Hames

Erica Hesketh  

 	R1[A D�B<R�

 karim kattan

 Hannah Khalil

AJ LAYLA

 marcela lo9ez leSy 

JOHANNE LYKKE HOLM 

 

Paula Meehan 

 banu 

mushta#  ng�c T
 Nguy�n

 Sa�ae El-Ouahabi 

Venetia Porter

antonio ramos reSillas

william 

rodarmor 

 Salman Rushdie

 Phili99e Sands lutz 

seiler 

Nichola Smalley

s�rine steenholdt  

TETYANA TEREN 

krisztina tóth 

 micheliny Serunschk

weedhsame 	1+LAY 

WORRALLO  dan ying

 

18

Impact Report

2024–25

Thank you to all our members, supporters 

and partners who make our work possible.  

Core Funders  

Arts Council England  

Hawthornden Foundation  

T.S. Eliot Foundation  

 

Silver PEN Partners  

Amaton U�  

Bloomsbury  

Canongate 

Pan Macmillan  

Penguin iandom House  

Push}in Press 

Simon & Schuster  

United Agents  

PEN Patrons 

Alan Aeibowitt & Barbara �eiss 

Constantine Partasides �C & Dr Patricia Cabredo Ho�herr(

Deborah Moggach 

Francesca Simon 

Sigrid iausing(

Stefen Mur�hy 

Sir Tom Sto��ard (

And those who wish to remain anonymous. 

Project Partners d Supporters 

Amnesty International 

Ashmolean Museum 

A�thors0 @i�ensing an� �olle�ting �o�iety 

Bloomberg Philanthropies 

Bodleian Library 

Book Aid International 

Booker �ri�e °o�ndation»

British Council 

British Library  

David McClure Trust Fund  

Electronic Frontier Foundation  

Faber 

FairSquare 

Goethe-Institut London 

Hay Festival 

Hu©an  ights Watch 

Institut Français  

London Book Fair 

London Library 

Network for Social Change Charitable Trust 

New Writing North 

Norman Trust 

Prisoners of Conscience Appeal Fund 

Reporters Without Borders 

Royal Court Theatre  

Society of Authors 

Shubba� 

Southban� Centre 

The Estate of Seamus Heaney  

The Seamus Heaney Centre at §ueen­s 

University, Belfast 

The Writing Squad 

University of Chicago qSALT�  

University of Exeter 

West Lodge  

Ifn yonoyoenneikhnuyncnnn yoonvyi hnuynyoon cosh,noh’nneyvhnuyn hconfoy n yopNPehcshnghunianuyo  noiu nC coeyuuhn

Asuya,nHhcnnyfnDhvheyl hauncuncharlotte@englishpen.orgnuynfannyoun yohncayoun yon yon can help   

Free speech is under attack. I’ve joined PEN to show 

solidarity for those persecuted for speaking truth to 

power.  

–NEaoelN fbfberNPEnglisN PENebembe
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Governance and 

Management

English PEN is a company limited by guarantee number 5747142 

(England & Wales) and a registered charity, number 1125610. 

Director  

Daniel Gorman  

ꀀ� 

Honorary President  

Margaret Busby 

Honorary Vice Presidents 

Claire Armitstead 

Lady Rachel Billington OBE 

William Boyd CBE 

Dame Margaret Drabble DBE 

Lady Antonia Fraser CH DBE 

Maureen Freely  

Rick Gekoski 

Victoria Glendinning CBE 

Daniel Hahn OBE 

Sir Michael Holroyd CBE 

Sir Ben Okri OBE 

Philippe Sands KC 

Sir Tom Stoppard OM CBE 

Claire Tomalin 

Trustees 

Ruth Borthwick (Chair)  

Aki Schilz (Vice Chair)  

Lucy Bereshord�KnoR 

Milena BOyOm 

Rachael Da`is�Featherstone 

Georgina Godwin  

Ted Hodgkinson  

Guy Gunaratne  

Dan Miller  

Dina Nayeri 

Nicky Parker  

Joanna Stocks  
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Clockwise from top-left: Marjorie Ann Watts,  granddaughter of Catherine Amy Dawson Scott, who founded English PEN in 1921, and Daniel Gorman 

© Eleanor Antoniou; Mahmoud Muna at the Union Chapel © Orlando Myxx; Filming with So Mayer and Sam Fisher at Burley Fisher Books to mark 

one year of the Valentines4Palestine campaign © Sim Eldem; Yassmin Abdel-Magied in the English PEN Literary Salon at London Book Fair 2025 © 

Orlando Myxx



At English PEN, you know that 

writing is always dangerous 

business somewhere. That’s 

why you e3ist( to champion the 

pen over the gun and the prison 

cell.

English PEN 

24 Bedford Row 

London 

WC1R 4EH  

 

0207 250 8382 

enquiries@englishpen.org 

www.englishpen.org 

        @englishpen_

        @englishpen.hs98.so7iaq

– Naomi Klein

English PEN is a �K regis�ered 7hari�8 �1125�10�.


